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Situation Overview 

Tropical Depression named as Tropical Cyclone Gita (TC Gita) started as a Category 1 near Wallis and Futuna and struck 

Tonga as a Category 4 on 12 February 2018, south of the low-lying Tongatapu island group. The cyclone is the worst to hit 

Tonga in 60 years with widespread destruction of buildings, infrastructure, and disruption of water and electricity, due to 

storm surges, flooding and gale force winds. The Government estimates that almost 80,000 people (circa 70% of the 

population), were affected by the cyclone, with over 4,500 people displaced in 103 evacuation centers across the country. 

More than 1,600 houses were either partially damaged or destroyed, and there was limited access to clean water, vector 

control, solid waste management and a risk of outbreaks of dengue, diarrhea and typhoid. The Government led the 

response in an effective manner, having cleared debris, restored most basic services, and is currently transitioning to 

recovery and reconstruction phase. Early warnings were issued prior to cyclone and evacuation centres activated, which 

minimized the damage and ensured safety of the displaced communities. As of 13 March 2018, vast majority of the 

internally displaced have returned to their houses, initial humanitarian relief distributions are completed, various 

recovery-aimed assessments are underway, donors are pledging significant donations, and the Kingdom is moving 

towards normalcy.      
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IOM field visit to observe damage in Tongatapu  
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 IOM establishes field presence in 
Tonga, with designated local staff 
assuming her post on 1 March 2018.    

 IOM supports training of 170 
enumerators and 33 trainers of trainers 
on displacement methodology, data 
collection and analysis, as part of 
emergency assessment activities.     

 IOM assists Statistics Department in 
post-disaster needs assessment planning 
and implementation, with a special focus 
on displacement and evacuation data.     
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Evacuation and Displacement Management 

 

Upon deployment to Tonga IOM was placed under the national 
Safety and Protection Cluster to support the Ministry of Interior, 
the Statistics Department and the National Emergency 
Management Office (NEMO) in CCCM and information 
management. Following discussions with the Government and 
UN partners, IOM directed its support to the Department of 
Statistics, namely assisting in developing the evacuations and 
displacement tracking section of the post-disaster needs 
assessment (PDNA) questionnaire and corresponding trainings.  

IOM has successfully assisted in training of 33 trainers of 
trainers (ToT) from the Department and consequently in 
training of 170 enumerators on Tongatapu Island. Likewise, IOM 
supported training of additional 12 trainers and enumerators on 
Eua Island. Whilst focusing on evacuations sector, IOM’s 
assistance also covered other parts of the PDNA instrument, 
which included  all areas of recovery. The trainings were led by 
Statistics Department staff and complemented by IOM through 
expert contributions and funding.   

The PDNA is expected to produce seminal information on the 
basis of which the recovery programme will be designed, 
aligning the incoming funds with the priority needs and directing    
humanitarian assistance to the most vulnerable. Upon receipt of 
the data, IOM will work with the Government, the humanitarian 
team and donors to identify next possible rehabilitation  
measures.     

IOM has also conducted a brief assessment of local CCCM and 
displacement management capacities among local humanitarian 
stakeholders and identified certain training needs. At an 
appropriate time and in close coordination with the 
Government, IOM plans to follow up with targeted trainings for 
partners working in the areas of camp/ evacuation centre 
management and coordination, displacement tracking and 
durable solutions for returnees.      

Establishment of Presence in Tonga 

With funding from programmes unrelated to emergency 
response operation, IOM hired a local staff member who has 
assumed her duties on 1 March 2018, as a Project Officer based 
in Tongatapu. Having assisted the surge team in all aspects, the 
Project Officer will ensure continuity, working closely with the 
Government during the recovery phase and liaise with NEMO 
and relevant authorities for follow-up activities.  

Human Interest Story  

Tila, a native of Tongatapu, was severely affected by the 
cyclone. He vividly remembers the terrifying power of the storm 
surge as he and his family sought shelter in a nearby evacuation 
centre.  

“I still remember Cyclone Isaac in 1982, I was living in the same 
house and it was scary, but this one was much worse. We got 
the message over the radio that a storm was coming and 
grabbed some food and clothes and just ran to the building that 
they said will protect us. The centre was overcrowded and 
people were really scared, especially children, the walls were 
shaking and the noise was so loud we had to cover our ears”.   

His house was completely destroyed and flooded, so while most 
other evacuated families were able return and start 
rehabilitating their houses in the aftermath of the cyclone, Tila 
and his family still remain in the evacuation centre. Currently, 
there is still a residual caseload of internally displaced with 
increased vulnerabilities that are unable to return.  

Whilst the Government is implementing a recovery programme 
and numerous donors are pledging millions in aid, it is critical 
that the assistance is channeled to the most vulnerable in a 
timely fashion. The PDNA, supported by IOM, will provide the 
necessary data for proper targeting to ensure that households 
like Tila’s are prioritized and assisted on time.              

 

The response is funded by IOM  
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IOM-supported training of 170 enumerators in Tongatapu  
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Tila and his displaced family share their experience of TC Gita  
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