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TOTAL IOM FUNDING PORTFOLIO

Number  
of offices: 

Beneficiaries (current period):

Member 
states:

Number  
of staff:

IOM FUNDING PER SECTOR

IOM in the Pacific

USD $77.8m

10 15 121

Emergency Response and  
Disaster Risk Reduction

Migration Health

Immigration and Boarder  
Management

Resettlement Assistance

Facilitating Migration70%

2%

2%

11%

15%

 16,274

Papua New Guinea
IOM is responding to needs following the 7.5 magnitude 
earthquake which hit the Highlands of Papua New Guinea 
in February this year. The earthquake affected over half 
a million people and left 270,000 people in need of life-
saving assistance. 

Since February, there have been over 200 aftershocks. IOM deployed 
to Southern Highlands and Hela Provinces to conduct a Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) assessment. It is estimated that approximately 
1,252 households were displaced and an additional 9,780 households in 
need of tools and support to reconstruct their homes. IOM has been 
actively supporting the national response and has focussed most of its 
emergency response on shelter and NFIs (both prepositioned and new 
procurement) as well as WASH. IOM’s primary target is those who 
have been displaced to care centres as well as communities who have 
been significantly affected but have remained in their home villages. 
IOM will reach 60% of households in need of shelter assistance. IOM  
is the Co-Chair of the Shelter, CCCM & NFI Cluster in partnership 
with the National Disaster Centre.

government, local 
authorities, private sector

IOM team community consultations in Southern Highlands Province to plan for further distributions. 
Community members will receive Build Back Safe training as well as receive basic tools, nails and fixings 

to help with repairs to homes and community facilities. ©IOM

20 1887households  
(estimate 9,353 persons) 

of displaced households have received 
shelter assistance as of 30 June 2018.

and NGOs staff trained on DTM  
in July 2018
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Migration and 
Sustainable 
Development

‘Migration with Dignity’:  
Labour Migration as Sustainable 
Human Development and 
Climate Change Adaptation

Facilitating labour mobility in the 
Pacific has been identified as a 
priority in achieving sustainable 
development and climate change 
adaptation. According to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), Kiribati, 
Tonga, Tuvalu and the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands (RMI) all face 
the ‘serious threat of permanent 
inundation from sea level rise.’ 

In their National Labour Migration Policies, the 
governments of Kiribati and Tuvalu highlight 
the importance of addressing the currently 
low rates of Labour Migration to both counter 
the pressures faced by their domestic labour 
markets and facilitate ‘migration with dignity’ 
in the context of climate change.

IOM’s project “Capacity Building for 
Sustainable Development in Tonga” is assisting 
the Government of Tonga in developing a 
Migration and Sustainable Development 

Policy. The project will facilitate data 
collection and several consultations relating 
to migration and development for the 
development of evidence-based policy  
and related programmes.

IOM’s regional initiative “Pacific Adaptation 
through Labour Mobility” is managed from 
IOM Fiji and supporting the Governments  
of Kiribati, Tuvalu and RMI. 

Migrants, their Families and Migration-affected Communities 
Enjoy the Benefits of Good Physical Health and Wellbeing

While available data is limited, several sources indicate that sexual and reproductive health (SRH)  
and the management of communicable diseases such as tuberculosis and emerging risks such as  
Zika are a growing concern in the Pacific. Reports highlight that contraceptive prevalence rates  
for all Pacific Islands Countries remain below the developing country average of 62 per cent.

IOM is supporting Governments in the Pacific through the project “Community Health and Mobility  
in Solomon Islands, Fiji, Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea,” which aims to contribute to an environment  
in which migrants, their families and migration-affected communities enjoy the benefits of good 
physical health and wellbeing.

An Action Oriented Training Manual  
on Gender, Migration and HIV

IOM is facilitating access to up-to-date strategic information relating to the mobility dimensions 
of community health, by conducting a baseline assessment which will be used to develop a 
Gender, Mobility and Community Health curriculum for the Pacific context. The tool will be 
based on IOM’s institutional Gender, Migration and HIV curriculum. https://bit.ly/2vbJTG1

Community Health and 
Mobility in the Pacific

IOM works to facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility  
of people. IOM works in the Pacific equipping governments with knowledge, skills and  
tools to develop and operationalise labour migration policies and programmes. IOM is 
implementing programmes to protect the rights and wellbeing of migrants implementing  
long-term sustainable development projects in migration-affected communities.  

Kiribati: Photos from the documentary Vanishing Lands: A documentary on Environmental Migration. ©IOM
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Protection Assistance in Migration-
Affected Communities in Solomon Islands 
IOM and the Family Support Centre (FSC), an NGO 
that provides legal and psychosocial support to victims 
of gender-based violence in Solomon Islands, have 
launched a project to better protect the rights of 
women and children, particularly girls, in migration-
affected communities in the Solomon Islands.

The European Union-funded project will target communities  
located near logging and mining camps and ports, which host 
large numbers of migrants and face in challenges in areas including 
community health, sexual exploitation and human trafficking.

IOM and FSC will provide training to raise community awareness  
of women and children’s rights, advocate and contribute to 
improved coordination among key civil society stakeholders. 
FSC already implements awareness-raising activities and campaigns 
to reduce gender-based violence. It has created provincial volunteer 
committees in five provinces that promote prevention of violence 
against women and girls and conducts crisis counselling. 

At the launch of the project last June, participants included 
representatives from the Ministry of Women, Children,  
Youth and Family Affairs, UNICEF, WHO and NGOs including 
Empower Pacific, Live and Learn and Save the Children. Topics 
discussed included improved coordination, information exchange  
and shared understandings of key issues relating to gender,  
mobility and community health in the Solomon Islands.

Migration Information 
and Data Analysis System 
(MIDAS) in the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands

IOM and the Republic of Marshall Islands 
(RMI) signed an agreement on the 4th 
of May 2018 for the implementation 
of MIDAS. IOM has developed its own 
Border Management Information System, 
called the Migration Information and Data 
Analysis System (MIDAS), a high-quality, 
affordable system that can collect, process 
and record information for identification 
of travellers, data collection and analysis. 

The key objective of the agreement is  
to contribute to RMI’s efforts in achieving 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
#9 by developing quality, reliable and 
sustainable trans-border infrastructure. 
Through the installation of the MIDAS, 
the RMI will improve migration 
management and strengthen the 
response capacity of national authorities 
to manage the borders more efficiently. 

IOM Micronesia Sub-Office Majuro presented the MIDAS system to the President of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Her Excellency Dr. Hilda C. Heine, in the presence of her Cabinet. ©IOM

Participants at the launch of the project “Community health and Mobility in the Pacif ic (CHAMP)” last June in 
Honiara. ©IOM

Target 3  
Ensure well-
being through 
monitoring 
migrant health, 
strengthen migrant 
friendly health 
systems

Target 5 
Advocate for 
equal gender 
rights, combat 
discriminatory 
migration practices 
including human 
trafficking and gender-
based violence

Target 9  
Promote 
resilience 
to natural 
disasters  
with the aim  
to reduce the drivers  
of vulnerable and 
forced migration 

Target 10  
Facilitate orderly, 
safe, regular 
and responsible 
migration to 
reduce inequalities 
within and among 
countries

Target 13  
Prevent 
forced 
migration 
resulting 
from environmental 
factors, provide 
assistance to displaced 
populations

Target 17  
Improve 
access to 
technology 
and data on 
global migration and 
contribute to more 
effective migration 
policies

Target 8  
Protect 
migrant 
workers and 
their rights, 
counter forced 
labour and human 
trafficking 
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Preparedness, Response 
and Recovery from  
Disasters in the Pacific 

IOM continues to support partners to address displacement related challenges 
by helping to build capacities to ensure displaced populations are protected 
from and resilient to impact of natural disasters in the Pacific. Programmes  
in the Pacific are utilising IOM’s Global tools and methodologies in the areas  
of Preparedness, Emergency Response and Resilience Building.

Strengthening Disaster Response Management
IOM’s project Disaster Preparedness 
for Effective Response (PREPARE) in 
the Federated States of Micronesia 
(FSM) and the Republic of Marshall 
Islands (RMI) aims to mitigate and 
improve resilience from the effects  
of disasters by enhancing national  
and local capacities.  

PREPARE has completed three out 
of four table top exercises in FSM. 
These exercises are designed to test 
and strengthen disaster response 
management; to encourage the 
participants to think critically their roles 
and responsibilities and the procedures 

outlined in official response operation 
plans, as well as to consider the needs 
of other levels of governments (National, 
State and Municipality) and to highlight 
the need to enhance coordination. 

Emergency Response TC Gita
Tonga

Tropical Cyclone Gita struck Tonga as  
a Category 4 on 12 February 2018.  
The cyclone is the worst to hit Tonga in 
60 years with widespread destruction of 
buildings, infrastructure, and disruption  
of water and electricity, due to storm 
surges, flooding and gale force winds.

Almost 70% of the population was affected 
by the cyclone, with over 4,500 people 
displaced in 103 evacuation centres across 
the country. More than 1,600 houses were 
either partially damaged or destroyed, and 
there was limited access to clean water, 
vector control, solid waste management 
and a risk of outbreaks of dengue, diarrhea 
and typhoid. 

As part of the emergency response 
operation in Tonga, IOM deployed a 
surge team to support the government. 

IOM Supported the Tonga Department 
of Statistics in the Post Disaster and 
Needs Assessment with a special 
focus on Evacuation and Displacement 
Management. IOM provided training 
to 170 enumerators and 33 trainers 
on displacement methodology, data 
collection and analysis as part of 
emergency assessment activities. 

A brief assessment was conducted 
on local Camp Coordination and 
Camp Management and displacement 
management capacities among local 
humanitarian stakeholders and identified 
training needs. In close coordination 
with the Government, IOM plans to 
follow up with targeted trainings for 
partners working in the areas of camp/ 
evacuation centre management and 
coordination, displacement tracking  
and durable solutions for returnees.

Climate Adaptation, Disaster  
Risk Reduction and Education 
Plus (CADRE+) in FSM and RMI
CADRE+ has reached over 
7,000 students, 419 teachers and 
34 communities with disaster 
preparedness and climate change 
adaptation activities. 

CADRE+ aims to support the national  
and state governments of FSM and RMI  
in implementing their strategies related to 
DRR and CCA. The project primarily works 
with schools and communities to build 
resilience and capacity through hands-on 
trainings, workshops and technical assistance. 
Similarly, the alii CADRE project in Palau 
aims to prepare schools and communities for 
the risks associated with natural disaster and 
climate change. During the 2017-2018 school 
year, the Ministry of Education incorporated 
the alii CADRE curriculum for all 6th – 8th 
grade science students and testing showed 
a 30% increase in students’ knowledge of 
CCA and DRR in the first year. Additionally, 
through the project, 8 schools were equipped 
with improved water systems and two 
public buildings were equipped with typhoon 
shutters. 

IOM training for enumerators and trainers on displacement methodology, data collection and analysis as part of emergency assessment 
activities in Nukuʻalofa.©IOM

PREPARE: Disaster Preparedness for Effective Response table top 
exercises in the Federated States of Micronesia. ©IOM

Children in RMI gather around and unpack an IOM example evacuation kit to 
learn more about how to help their families prepare for disasters. ©IOM
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Rehabilitation, 
Reconstruction and 
Recovery from Natural 
Disaster in Micronesia

IOM Typhoon Maysak Reconstruction 
Project (TMRP) contributed to restore 
eligible critical public services and facilities 
damaged by Typhoon Maysak in Micronesia. 
IOM restored damaged or destroyed houses 
and short term/immediate needs and long-
term resilience of affected communities. 
TMRP tracked progress on the quantifiable 

targets through weekly reporting. TMRP 
undertook huge logistical challenges to 
aid remote island communities affected by 
Typhoon Maysak. The Project provided 1,167 
“start-up awards” (more than 2.5 million USD 
in value), 422 new sleeping homes, and 153 
public infrastructures repaired or rebuilt.

New Community Home Allows Village to Gather Once Again
The municipality of Parem, within the  
Chuuk lagoon, recently celebrated the 
completion of their community home. 
Community homes, a common facet of 
villages throughout Chuuk, have a variety  
of uses and are important to the cohesion 
of the community.

The structure was built with the support 
of IOM and USAID. Local community 
working groups were oriented and provided 
technical support from IOM engineers. This 
process created jobs in the community and 
allowed local workers to gain useful skills.

Judge Luciano Dereas was the lead 
community member on the construction 
of the community home in Parem. He 

explained that the facility will be used for 
all kinds of occasions — community and 
cultural events, government functions, 
funerals, weddings and other celebrations. 
Because of the diverse role that the 
community home plays, Dereas was 
thankful to see it rebuilt.

“I think it’s really helpful to have this 
[building] – to have the community  
intact and come together,” he said.

While Dereas is happy to see the 
community home completed, he said that 
the building of the structure brought the 
community together, as well. More than 
two years after Typhoon Maysak, many 
people in the community are “still trying 

to rebuild life back,” Dereas noted. The 
project gave the community a collective 
goal to work toward and allowed them to 
see a future that may be a little brighter.

“I think that [community members]  
are really hopeful about the future,” 
Dereas said.

Dereas noticed that community workers 
have taken a lot of pride in their hard work 
and are happy to see the community home 
completed. They are already talking about 
building new structures in the village with 
the skills that they gained through the 
project.

Prepared by: Olivia Blinn

Judge Luciano Dereas and IOM engineer Govinda Prasad Sharma Humagain discuss the completed community. Credit: Olivia Blinn/IOM

Target 5 
Advocate for 
equal gender 
rights, combat 
discriminatory 
migration practices 
including human 
trafficking and gender-
based violence

Target 6 
Deliver Water, 
Sanitation 
and Hygiene 
(WASH) 
assistance and coordinate 
WASH assistance in 
internally displaced person 
(IDP) sites

Target 10 
Facilitate 
orderly, safe, 
regular and 
responsible 
migration to reduce 
inequalities within and 
among countries

Target 13 
Prevent forced 
migration 
resulting from 
environmental 
factors, provide 
assistance to displaced 
populations

Target 16 
Ensure 
displaced 
populations, 
migrant and 
communities are more 
resilient. Counter 
xenophobic rhetoric 
and racism

Target 17  
Improve 
access to 
technology 
and data 
on global migration and 
contribute to more 
effective migration policies
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Promoting 
Safe and 
Orderly 
Migration

IOM implements integrated border 
management training and the rollout of 
border management tools and systems.  
IOM contributes to durable solutions for 
migrants who are unable or unwilling to 
remain in host countries by providing assisted 
voluntary return and reintegration in line  
with international human rights principles.

Vanuatu Border Capability Program
IOM handed 100 ‘Essentials of Passport Examination 
Procedures’ booklets to the Acting Director of Vanuatu 
Immigration Services (VIS) at the Document Examination 
Laboratory in Port Vila on June 21, followed by capacity 
building trainings. 

Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration:
IOM has provided assisted voluntary return services in Australia 
since 2006 to more than 7,000 beneficiaries returning to 132 
countries. During the 2017-18 financial year, IOM supported 840 
beneficiaries. Furthermore, IOM administered 523 reintegration 
assistance packages post return. 

IOM hands over passport examination handheld equipment to VIS in line with MBCIP’s 
comprehensive capacity building approach of building knowledge and skills. ©IOM

AVRR beneficiary opens a grocery shop in his hometown and sells fruits, cold drinks, food and household supplies. 
He feels that he has achieved much since his return and concludes, “Thanks to IOM’s support, now I can pay for 

rent and other costs, and spend some money on my family needs”. ©IOM

Migration Services to Australia
IOM offers migration advice and visa application assistance to self-paying migrants 
and sponsors for migration to Australia through a registered migration agent. 
Advice is available with respect to humanitarian, family, prospective spouse, skilled 
independent, business and business sponsored migration. Under this project 
IOM has established itself as a comprehensive migration-related service-provider 
in Australia, covering advice, visa assistance, and travel thereby streamlining the 
migration process and contributing to improving the migration experience to 
Australia for migrants that IOM supports.

On 7 May 2018, IOM officially launched a direct service delivery option for 
Sri Lankan based clients in partnership with IOM Sri Lanka. This initiative 
enhances the accessibility of services in key countries of origin and follows 
the launch of a similar partnership with IOM China in 2017.

IOM introduced a series of information sessions for students at the 
University of Technology Sydney. 

The popular information sessions are designed to support students 
approaching graduation with information about their visa option  
post study. The most recent session in May 2018 was attended by 
approximately 150 students.

Under the Migration Services to Australia programme, IOM staff interviews first client in Sri 
Lanka and completes the questionnaire for the assessment of Australian visa eligibility. ©IOM

Target 10 
Facilitate orderly, 
safe, regular 
and responsible 
migration 
to reduce 
inequalities 
within and 
among countries

Target 8 
Protect migrant 
workers and 
their rights, 
counter 
forced labour 
and human 
trafficking 
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Australia Community 
Support Programme
IOM Australia was named as 
one of the Approved Proposing 
Organisation (APO) under the 
Community Support Programme 
(CSP) of the Department of 
Home Affairs in March 2018. 
Under this programme IOM 
will assist Australian supporters, 
businesses, families and individuals 
to sponsor eligible humanitarian 
entrants arriving in Australia under 
the subclass 202 Global Special 
Humanitarian Visa. The services 
under this programme span 
from visa advice and application 
services, to settlement related 
services with the view to assist 
humanitarian entrants reach 
financial independency within 
twelve months from settlement in 
Australia. IOM is one of the few 
APOs who operate throughout 
the country and has already 
received a significant number of 
enquiries and applications. During 
the next financial year IOM hopes 
to lodge applications and prepare 
travel and settlement related 
services for successful applicants.

Migration services to Australia 
has been incorporated into 
the IOM migrant services 
application MigApp. 

MigApp users globally are now able 
to information about visa pathways 
to Australia and directly submit an 
enquiry through the application.

Regional Engagement and Consultations

Regional Capacity Building Workshop: “Human Mobility  
in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change Pacific.” 
In February 2018, IOM Fiji hosted a regional 
workshop focusing on strengthening the 
understanding of key issues around human 
mobility in the context of disasters and 
climate changes as well as of possible 
solutions. The workshop hosted in 
Suva, Fiji facilitated regional dialogue 
and collaboration on these issues among 
policymakers from the Pacific Islands States 
and promoted dialogue and collaboration 
across ministries at national level. 

Key results included shared understanding 
of key issues around migration, displacement 
and planned relocation in the context of 

disasters and climate change. Exchange of 
best practices and experiences across the 
region, stock of progress and opportunities 
around human mobility and climate change. 
Practical discussions about the way forward 
for implementation. 

Participants at the workshop were 
representative from Pacific Islands States 
of Kiribati, Tuvalu, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Fiji,  
Cook Islands, Vanuatu, and the Fiji Islands. 
IOM will continue to work closely with the 
Pacific Island States on areas discussed and 
support required.

The Bali Process
IOM is managing the delivery of administrative and logistical support to the Bali Process, 
through its regional network of offices, and in close coordination with the Bali Process  
Co-Chairs (Australia and Indonesia). 

IOM supported the organization of the  
following events in the first half of 2018: 

• Meeting of the Returns and Reintegration 
Technical Experts’ Group, Manila, Philippines  
– 23-24 April 2018

• Government and Civil Society Roundtable, 
Bangkok, Thailand – 14-15 May 2018

• Meeting of the Working Group on Trafficking  
in Persons, Bangkok, Thailand – 16 May 2018

• 33rd Steering Group Meeting and 13th Ad Hoc  
Group Senior Officials’ Meeting, Sydney, Australia  
– 26-27 June 2018

Steering Group Meeting and 13th Ad Hoc Group Senior Officials’ 
Meeting, Sydney, Australia – 26-27 June 2018. ©IOM

Participants at the Regional Capacity Building Workshop: “Human Mobility in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change Pacific.” ©IOM

Target 16  
Ensure displaced 
populations, 
migrant and 
communities are 
more resilient. 
Counter xenophobic 
rhetoric and racism. 

IOM DG Swing visits Australia and the Pacific
Ambassador Swing travelled to Australia and 
Fiji in June to meet with key partners and 
Government Ministers and reiterate IOM’s 
commitment to the region. During his visit 
in Suva, he met with the Honorable Prime 
Minister of Fiji, Hon Voreqe Bainimarama 
and senior Government Officials to discuss 
strengthening relations and opportunities 
for further cooperation. The DG reiterated 
IOM’s support to the region’s efforts to adapt 
and mitigate the effects of climate change and 
responses to disasters. 



Assessing the Effect of Natural 
Disasters on the Health and Security  
of Women and Girls in FSM

To better understand the effect of 
natural disaster on women’s and girls’ 
health and security in the Federated 
States of Micronesia, IOM has published 
a comprehensive quantitative and 
qualitative study and subsequent 
evidence-based report that outlines key 
findings, as well as offering culturally-
relevant recommendations. IOM 
published the report on findings and 
recommendations in March 2018. 

Migration, Environment and Climate Change:  
Training Manual

To respond to the increasing urgency to address human 
mobility and climate change, IOM has developed a 
standardized Migration, Environment and Climate Change: 
Training Manual (Facilitator’s Guide). The Migration, 
Environment and Climate Change: Training Manual 
(Facilitators’ Guide) provides an in-depth overview on the 
concepts of the migration-environment nexus, mobility  
and disasters and slow-onset events, data, legal issues, 
regional perspectives, and a step-by-step road map on  
how to integrate human mobility into policies including 
climate change adaptation policies.

Key IOM Publications

World Migration Report 2018

Since 2000, IOM has been producing world migration 
reports. This World Migration Report 2018, the ninth 
in the world migration report series, has been produced 
to contribute to increased understanding of migration 
throughout the world.

It presents key data and information on migration as well as 
thematic chapters on highly topical migration issues, and is 
structured to focus on two key contributions for readers: 
Part I: key information on migration and migrants (including 
migration-related statistics); and Part II: balanced, evidence-
based analysis of complex and emerging migration issues.

• Australia
• Canada
• UN Central Emergency Response Fund
• European Union
• IOM Development Fund 
• Japan

• New Zealand
• US Department of State/Office to Monitor and  

Combat Trafficking in Persons
• Papua New Guinea 
• USAID
• World Bank  

“Whenever I leave 
Australia I want to 
come back straight 
away. That tells  
me that my heart  
is here now.”

– Ana Maria

Featured Stories:
“I am proud to have 
achieved successful 
outcomes throughout 
my struggle for a 
better life.”

– Abann

“Moving was easier than 
I thought because we 
had the support of 
many people who also 
migrated to this town.”

– Karen

Funding for IOM’s activities in Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific is provided by: 

w australia.iom.int

https://australia.iom.int/
https://www.facebook.com/IOMinthePacific/
https://twitter.com/iomasiapacific
https://www.instagram.com/unmigration/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/iommigration

